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The Downtown District Plan aims to bring unity to various 
on-going projects focused on visitor wayfinding, historic 
preservation and community programming. Additionally, the 
project will illustrate various approaches to and benefits of 
landscape to improve the aesthetics and sustainability of open 
spaces including parking lots, pocket parks and neighborhood 
streets.

Where did all the trees go? A landscape plan will be completed to 
complement and enhance the street life. Focus will be put on 
increasing canopy cover which will increase pedestrian comfort 
and lessen the environmental impact of paved surfaces throughout 
downtown.

Where do you enjoy spending time? The placemaking portion of 
this plan will listen to the voices of the people of Ravenna and 
engage in a back and forth through workshops to realize your 
vision.  We encourage all to participate online and in person!

When you think of Ravenna, what do you imagine?  These thoughts 
of what it means to be from Ravenna will be highlighted and 
amplified. Civic space will play a key role for the future of the city as 
Ravenna is the county seat home to various public services for 
Portage County.

What if automobiles were not the only transportation type streets 
provided for? A regional bike trail exists just north of downtown, 
connections between the trail and downtown will strengthen 
recreational and economic possibilities. Safety is one of the main 
factors dictating where and when people decide to ride their bike. 
This plan will examine various levels of bicycle infrastructure in 
the city.
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The Potential
Ravenna is a special place, a town 
whose history is richer and deeper 
than is often recognized. Among the 
first towns laid out in conjunction 
with the great national survey in 1808 
(Schafer and Bruegmann) the city’s 
Main Street feels like a lot of Mid-
West downtowns. But architectural 
landmarks like the Riddle Block #9 
and I.O.O.F Buildings demonstrate 
past investment and ambitions. This 
project leverages landscape, the 
public open and green space, as a 
means of unifying and transforming 
the character of Ravenna.

The Downtown District Plan has 
the potential to create a shared 
pride in, ambition for, and vision 
of Ravenna.

The Outcomes
The Downtown District Plan aims 
to bring unity to various on-going 
projects focused on visitor wayfinding, 
historic preservation and community 
programming. Additionally, the project 
will illustrate various approaches to 
and benefits of landscape to improve 
the aesthetics and sustainability of 
open spaces including parking lots, 
pocket parks and neighborhood 
streets. 



BIKE PLAN

The Portage County Multi-use trail is a 
transformative recreational amenity connecting 
Ravenna to parks and communities throughout the 
area. Our project looks at potential connections 
within town that would offer residents and visitors 
new mobility and easier access and direction.

GOALS & STRATEGIES:

- Get people to turn off the trail toward downtown;
- Ravenna is end of trail, make it a destination;
- Provide safe/dedicated connection to downtown;
- Create a bike friendly environment.



BIKE PATH CROSSING AT DIAMOND ST: BEFORE



Improved directional 
signage draws people into 
downtown

Add bike infrastructure along trail

Adding murals to industrial 
buildings announces a gateway 
into Ravenna

Add bike racks

Road surface marking draws cars 
attention to crossing trail users

Create destinations 

BIKE PATH CROSSING AT DIAMOND ST.



MAIN AND CHERRY WAY: BEFORE



Connect people from public 
parking to Main St.

Remove vehicular parking to 
make room for planting and 
bicycle parking

Recycle brick from other parts of 
Ravenna and move to Main St. alleys

Add public 
parking signage

Wayfinding mural

MAIN AND CHERRY WAY



TREE PLAN

focuses on the potential of landscape as a means 
of unifying urban space. Why trees? Urban trees 
effectively reduce heat-island, stormwater run-off, 
and air pollution. Additionally, urban trees have 
been shown to improve property values and business 
profits.

GOALS & STRATEGIES:

- Make/leave room for trees;
- Unify “core” of downtown;
- Create walkable atmosphere;
- Use landscape to shape future development.



COURTHOUSE PARKING LOT: BEFORE



2.

4. 5.

1. Convert parking lot 
into a park

4. Add signage to help 
people find parking

5. Plant street trees 
along Park Way

2. Set aside land for future 
development

3. Widen the sidewalk 
to connect downtown 
Ravenna to the County 
campus

KEY

1.

3.

S. Meridian Street
S. Park Way

5 Minute walk to 
County campus

Riddle is a 
“Safe Street” 

COURTHOUSE PARKING LOT



COURTHOUSE PARKING: BEFORE



Road is broken by 
sidewalk, prioritizing 
pedestrians

Material change 
indicates civic district

Lawn replaces part 
of parking, creating 
space for large trees 
to grow

Add directional 
signage and lighting

Clear signage 
indicating 
parking hours

Bus is re-routed to 
encourage public 
transportation

COURTHOUSE PARKING



PLACE-MAKING

When we find a great spot, a new or old favorite, we drop a 
pin and share with friends. Our plan puts an emphasis on 

place-making highlighting the best of what makes Ravenna 
unique. From new wayfinding signage and outdoor seating to 
small flexible spaces that allow and encourage new activities 

and amenities.

GOALS & STRATEGIES:

- Create additional space by sharing space;
- Create multi-use and multi-generational spaces;

- Demonstrate potential of found spaces;
- Facilitate events/programs large and small.



MOVIE THEATER PARKING LOT: BEFORE



1. Create a place for food 
trucks and small groups

Allow cars to pull forward 
and park on the lawn to 
create more room 

Unify two parking lots 
through paving detail

Expand sidewalk along 
Cedar Avenue

Reconfigure movie theater 
parking lot circulation

4. 7.

5.

6.

2. Reclassify parking along 
Locust Lane as public

3. Resurface municipal lot to 
permeable paving

KEY

MOVIE THEATER PARKING LOT

6.
1.

7.

5.

2.

4.

3.

W. Cedar 
Avenue



LOCUST LANE AND HICKORY WAY: BEFORE



Remove curbs to make street 
flush with sidewalk

Outdoor dining and 
entertaining spaces can be 
separated from pedestrians

Bump out curbs to create large 
planters for trees to grow

Material change  indicates shared 
driving and pedestrian zone

Painted street reinforces art district

Add murals

Flexible street parking 
allows room for art fairs 
and other events

LOCUST LANE AND HICKORY WAY



CIVIC SPACE PLAN

As the county seat, Ravenna has a broad range of 
civic buildings, institutions, and spaces. The historic 

Ravenna flagpole on the Courthouse lawn is a civic 
landmark, our plan develops civic spaces where the 

community can gather, honor, and participate.

GOALS & STRATEGIES:

- Lead by example, demonstrate ambition & pride;
- Simple spaces are functional and timeless;

- Reduce clutter & cost;
- Create seven-day spaces.



COURTHOUSE LAWN: BEFORE



Add patio seating

Accessible walkway

Add ornamental planting

Open up front of 
courthouse

Open leisure lawn with 
room for events

Bring grade of lawn up to meet 
courthouse entrance

Park Way 
streetscaping

COURTHOUSE LAWN



COURTHOUSE LAWN AND CHESTNUT ST: BEFORE



Extend walkable area 
of courthouse square, 
creating flexible handicap 
accessible parking

Highlight history

Material change 
emphasizes 
pedestrian crossing

Add directional 
signage

Add bike racks

Add cafe seating

Encourage 
businesses to 
engage with 
the street

Add 
planters

COURTHOUSE LAWN AND CHESTNUT ST.
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